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For NAIDOC Week, Indigenous students from St Catherine’s 
Residential College and St Hilda’s students from Junior 
Kindergarten to Year 12, completed an artwork depicting the six 
Noongar seasons.

The 5m by 1.25m artwork will be displayed in the Senior School 
and depicts family, their value and how they influence and 
support their network. 

BIRAK 
December  

and January, the 
first summer

BUNURU 
February and 

March, the 
second summer

DJERAN 
April and  

May, autumn

MAKURU 
June and July, 
the first rains

DJILBA 
August and 

September, the 
second rains

KAMBARANG 
October and 

November, the 
wildflower season
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// FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Together we have experienced a year 
unlike any other. We have been reminded 
of how privileged we are to be living 
in Perth. It has been a year of immense 
gratitude for the simple things in life 
and reminded us all about what is truly 
important – our family, friends and our 
health.

We have been fortunate this semester that 
with the easing of the state’s COVID-19 
restrictions, we were able to hold some 
of our traditional events (albeit in a slightly 
different way due to numbers) that are 
a highlight on the school calendar. This 
included the immensely popular Arts 
Festival, St Hilda’s Day Service and both 
the Senior School and Junior School 
productions. For our Year 12 girls who 
have been so resilient and unwavering 
during this extraordinary year, it was 
made even more special that we could 
celebrate the Mother Daughter Breakfast 
and Father Daughter Dinner Dance.   

As we move towards our 125th birthday 
celebrations next year it is timely that 
we reflect on our past achievements 
and look forward to how we can 
continually strive to ensure St Hilda’s 
is at the forefront, leading the way for 
other schools in Australia and beyond. 
2020 has been a challenging year that 
has brought us all together.  I believe 
that every challenge is an opportunity 
in disguise. It has given us a refreshed 
glimpse into St Hilda’s possibilities, our 

capabilities and most importantly, our 
potential. I am proud of our progress 
this year and look forward to sharing our 
2021-2024 Strategic Plan with you early 
next year.

Enjoy this edition of the Ammonite, as 
it shines a light on just a small segment 
of the infectious Spirit of St Hilda’s 
throughout the whole school.

I wish you all a joyous and safe festive 
period and thank you all for your support 
this year. Your emails and messages 
of thanks and gratitude, generously 
received throughout the year, always 
seemed to arrive just in time to make my 
day a little brighter.

I look forward to welcoming everyone 
back in 2021. 

Merry Christmas and safe holidays.

Fiona Johnston 
Principal
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If anyone had asked what I had expected 
2020 to hold, never could I have 
predicted the year we have had. While it 
was a disrupted and uncertain start to the 
year, Western Australia has been lucky to 
return to near normality, a huge relief for 
those who have Year 12s finishing their 
last set of exams. 

I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank the staff at St Hilda’s for their 
unwavering support during this period 
and beyond. The silver lining has been 
the versatility we’ve seen in both our 
students and our staff. COVID-19 has 
driven global change, encouraging us to 
seek new opportunities and operating 
practices. Nowhere is this more evident 
than in the education sector. 

This is timely as we head into finalising 
our Strategic Plan which is due to be 
launched in early 2021. Working closely 
with Executive, Council has been 
focussed on creating a school of the 
future, without losing its connection to 
our strong heritage. 

An exciting future development includes 
the Yeagarup campus. Building works 

commenced in October and we expect 
to welcome our first students in April 
next year. The Council would like to 
acknowledge Council Deputy Chair, 
Murray Johns for his extraordinary efforts 
to see this vision come to life. 

Finally, I would like to thank my fellow 
Council members for their dedication 
to their roles. In particular I would like 
to welcome two new Council members 
David Fleming, representing the P&F, and 
Father Matthew Smedley, representing 
the Anglican Church. 

I wish all St Hilda’s families, past and 
present, a very restful festive period and 
look forward to celebrating our 125th 
anniversary in 2021.

In September building works started at our 
beautiful Yeagarup campus giving us more 
accommodation and better activity hubs for 
students attending camps on site.

The scope of works includes three 
additional dormitory-style accommodation 
units that will sleep up to 90 students with 
wet and dry areas for camping equipment 
and bathroom facilities. Each dorm will have 
sleeping facilities for two supervisors. This 
will allow us to take whole of year cohorts 
from Years 5 upwards. 

Wandering Spirit participants will use the 
existing 2 to 4-person chalets. They will be 
responsible for their own cooking, cleaning 
and washing, building independence and a 
sense of purpose. 

An undercover camp kitchen, covered 
pergola and activity hub will also be built 
over the coming months. These facilities will 
give the girls access to undercover cooking 
facilities, including barbeques, a pizza oven 
and a large indoor recreation hall. 

Next to the dormitories a large campground 
will be available for the younger students 
as they learn essential outdoor education 
skills.  Two new sheds will store outdoor ed 
equipment and a drying hall for wet clothes 
and equipment. 

We look forward to welcoming some of our 
students next year, with the possibility of 
music, art and food and technology tours to 
the region.

The St Hilda’s Foundation was established over 40 years ago 
to support the school through philanthropic fundraising. It was 
through the diligent work of those initial Foundation members 
that a substantial corpus was built and the Foundation has 
been able to support major capital works that have changed 
the face of the school and provided extensive educational 
opportunities for our students. 

This year, the Foundation has again provided much-needed 
funding to create additional capacity at the Yeagarup Campus 
that will complete the Council’s vision when it purchased the 
property late last year. 

Yeagarup was a strategic purchase that supports the School’s 
wellness and outdoor education programs. For this reason, the 
Foundation believed there was a strong imperative to invest in 
creating an asset that will be used for generations to come.  

The scope of works that have been funded include three 
dormitories that house 90 girls, a camp kitchen and a large 
activity centre.  

The Foundation’s investment reflects the importance that 
it places on supporting the School’s strategic initiatives, 
especially in the area of wellbeing. However, it’s important 
to note that this is not simply ‘Foundation’ money. These 
are funds that have been raised over the years through 
fundraising in our community. It is current parents, past parents 
and Old Scholars who have understood the need to invest in 
our school for future generations that 
should be thanked for their vision and 
generosity. 

We will continue to support the 
School in cooperation with the 
community to make more exciting 
initiatives like this come to life. 

// FROM THE FOUNDATION“The silver lining has been the 

versatility we’ve seen in both our 

students and our staff”

// FROM THE COUNCIL

// YEAGARUP UPDATE

Mr Sherif Andrawes 
Foundation President

Ms Nita Peploe 
Chair of Council

BUILDING WORKS COMMENCED
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MUMS  &  DADS

The Year 12 Mother Daughter Breakfast 
is always a highlight for our girls in their 
final school year. Although modified this 
year, it was fantastic for our girls and 
their mothers/special female guardians 
to come together and celebrate this 
treasured event.

Principal Fiona Johnston shared words 
about the unique bond between a 
mother and daughter followed by 
speeches from Year 12 representatives, 
who recognised all the incredible things 
our St Hilda’s mums do for our girls.

Our Year 12s and their fathers 
enjoyed a wonderful evening at 
The Esplanade Hotel on 20 August 
for the Father Daughter Dinner. 

Only a few weeks out from their 
mock exams, the event was a great 
time to reflect on the important 
relationship fathers/special male 
guardians have in the girls’ lives.

// #1 SUPPORTERS
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There was plenty of excitement in the 
air when the 2021 School Officials 
were announced at the Term 3, Week 9 
Assembly. Unfortunately due to COVID-19 
restrictions, we were unable to have 
parents attend this assembly in person, 
instead having to tune in via livestream.

Wanting to welcome the new officials 
to their roles, Principal Fiona Johnston 
hosted a 2021 Student Leadership 
celebratory evening with students and 
parents the following week. The first of its 
kind at St Hilda’s, the event was a lovely 
way for parents to meet, as well as gain 
insight into the opportunities provided to 
girls in 2021 and the importance of each 
School Official.

At St Hilda’s, our students strive to make 
change not only in the local community, 
but globally.

Head girl, Neli DeSilva, is no exception 
announcing that St Hilda’s would begin 
supporting the One Million Stars To End 
Violence Project in Semester 2.

The One Million Stars to End 
Violence Project is an international 

movement that aims to build 
community connections and have a 

positive impact on local issues of 
violence. Participants are taught to 
weave stars from strips of paper, 
a traditional Pasifika weaving craft, 

and display them.

Neli bravely spoke at assembly about her 
own experiences with prejudice, and the 
impact this, and violence, is having on the 
world.  

“Weaving one million 
stars, or as many as 
we can, is a symbol of 
our daily commitment and 
solidarity to end all forms of 
injustice,” she explained.

“From bullying to climate 
change, to the rights 
of refugees, weaving a star 
means you are committed to 

doing better and that we are in this 
together no matter what the cause.” 

“One million stars is not so much 
about reaching a certain number of 
stars, but more so about creating 
a welcoming space to reach 
out to others and participate in 
important, open conversations, 
to create love and light that will hopefully 
transcend into the school and the wider 
community.”

Receiving a standing ovation from her 
fellow students, it was clear people were 
eager to get involved. Over the next 
few weeks, students came together at 
lunchtime to help weave the stars. It was 
fantastic to see the older students helping 
others learn the craft, while engaging in 
important conversations.

After a few weeks of weaving, the 
stars were placed onto string and 

hung in the PAC foyer. 
The stars dangled in the 

sunlight, creating not only 
a beautiful piece of art, but 

was a clear symbol of St 
Hilda’s solidarity with the 
organisation.

//  ONE 
MILLION 
STARS

// 2021 OFFICIALS

“Weaving one million 

stars, or as many as 

we can, is a symbol of 

our daily commitment 

and solidarity to end all 

forms of injustice,” 

NELI DESILVA
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Music encourages imaginative and 
innovative responses, critical thinking 
and aesthetic understanding. This 
is a core focus in our Year 7 Music 
curriculum, as throughout the 
year students are encouraged to 
develop an appreciation of music, in 
particular, making music. 

In early September, we were excited 

to announce to our community 
that we are introducing a Class 
Band Program in 2021 for Year 7 
students. All students will learn a new 
instrument, regardless of whether 
they have learnt an instrument 
before. All students will start the 
program at the same level, and will 
be taught the basics of theory and 
practice giving them an authentic 

learning experience with no prior 
knowledge required. Those students 
already learning an instrument, will be 
required to choose a different type 
of instrument to learn, giving them 
breadth in their abilities.

The instruments on offer in the 
program include Oboe, Bassoon, 
Clarinet, Saxophone, French Horn, 
Trumpet, Trombone, Low Brass 
and Percussion. This initiative gives 
girls the chance to try something 
new, with no obligation to continue 
beyond Year 7. However, we hope 
that it will spark new interest in some 
of the ‘lower profile’ instruments that 
are so valuable in our bands and 
orchestras.

Learning a new instrument is a 
challenge that requires persistence 
and a healthy dose of humour, that 
in the end will lead to a greater 

understanding of all facets of music. 
Our state-of-the art Joy Shepherd 
Performing Arts Centre will provide 
the perfect space for our girls 
to consolidate their learning and 
perform to an audience at the end of 
the year.

Music and the arts not only supports 
academic learning, but it also 
provides a positive outlet for students 
to explore new concepts, build their 
love of all genres of music and enjoy 
the thrill of performing with others.

It’s all part of St Hilda’s commitment to 
providing a broad range of prospects 
that allows each and every student 
with an opportunity to shine.

There is no doubt Year 12 is a challenging year. 
However, it is also the year many students look 
forward to the most. With Year 12 comes new 
opportunities, exciting events and greater 
responsibilities within the School. 

Unfortunately for the Class of 2020, 
COVID-19 has had a significant impact 

on many of the key events that shape 
the Year 12 experience. Rather than 
complain however, the Year 12s 
have shown unbelievable resilience, 
understanding and a perspective of 
the world around them.

Following House Chants on the School oval in 
Term 3, Head Girl, Neli DeSilva, Asha McGlew 
and Annique Aniere organised a surprise flash 
mob for their cohort. All students from Years 
7-11 surprised the Year 12s on the Great Court 
with a choreographed dance they learned, with 
a good luck message wishing them well for 
their final exams. 

It was a wonderful moment that truly 
encapsulated the St Hilda’s spirit and the sense 
of camaraderie between our students. Bringing 

some of our Year 
12s to tears, it was 
certainly a highlight 
to what has been a 
difficult year for the 
Class of 2020.

To top it off, students 
were greeted with 
ice cream vans on the 
Great Court. It was a 
fantastic afternoon 
filled with joy and 
laughs. 

// MUSIC IS INSTRUMENTAL

*Stanford Cognitive and Systems 
Neuroscience Laboratory, Music moves 
brain to pay attention, Stanford Study finds.

Studying music stimulates your brain in a unique 

way, according to recent research*, music engages 

the parts of the brain that control your attention 

span, your ability to make predictions and the 

strength of your memory retention.

// FLASH MOB
A
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// WOOLEEN ADVENTURES

// WOOL4SCHOOL

The Year 10 Wooleen trip is a seven 
day experience through the ancient 
and magical landscape of Wooleen 
Station, in the Murchison region of 
Western Australia.

The students are immersed in the 
landscape, encountering significant 
Indigenous areas and are joined by 
local Wajarri elders who discuss life 
growing up in the Murchison. 

The program is aimed at allowing 
time for the girls to appreciate 
their surroundings. Largely run by 
students, each group is given the 
flexibility to set the tone of their 
trip based on their knowledge, and 
experiences gained on previous 
outdoor education programs. 

Bushwalking short distances and 
camping under the stars, the 
students this year were left feeling 
regenerated and reconnected, 
especially valuable for the girls in 
unprecedented times such as these.  

For many of our girls, the Year 10 
Wooleen Trip is a real highlight 
of their St Hilda’s schooling 
experience. We look forward to 
continuing this tradition in the years 
to come with a new appreciation 
of escaping to the country and 
exploring Western Australia.

Year 10 students Varna Shetty, Mia 
Wilson and Ashley Eldon, under the 
guidance and encouragement from 
technology and enterprise teacher, 
Megan Coombes, were WA finalists in the 
Australian Wool Innovation (AWI) national 
Wool4School competition.  

Wool4School is an annual student design 
competition encouraging aspiring 
fashion designers to show off their skills. 
The competition is open to secondary 
students in Australia, Hong Kong, the 
United Kingdom and Italy. 

Varna went on to win the national mid-
level division with her two-piece pure 
merino wool designs of a circular-knot 
bodysuit top and twill woven pants, 
featuring layered fringed ruffles. 

“Merino wool reacts to changes in body 
temperature so it will either keep you 
cool or warm, based on whether you are 
feeling hot or cold which will increase 
comfortability and make the garment 
adapt in various environments,” explained 
Varna.

Winning a $1000 cash prize, a $200 EMU 
Australia voucher for wool products 
and a one-on-one morning with fashion 
designer Jonathan Ward, this is a 
fantastic achievement. 

Mia came second in the state mid level 
division, demonstrating the vast talent 
of our Design and Textile Technology 
students.

The theme of this year’s competition was 
biomimicry. The entrants were instructed 
to design an outfit inspired by flora and 
fauna, incorporating fibres which are 
gentle on the earth. Varna explained how 
she demonstrated this on her designs, 
“using natural sources can help create 
and maintain a healthy environment as 
it prevents the use of synthetic dyes 
which pollute watersheds, the ocean and 
drinking water supplies.”

Despite a huge dust 

storm, there was 

nothing that could 

wipe the smiles off the 

faces of our Year 10s 

on the annual Wooleen 

Trip this year. 
Mia Wilson, Varna Shetty and Ashley Eldon with their designs

“Merino wool reacts to changes in body temperature so it will either 

keep you cool or warm, based on whether you are feeling hot or cold ...”
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In Term 1, the school is alive with 
singing, dancing and acting 
rehearsals in preparation for Arts 
Festival, a highlight on the St Hilda’s 
Calendar. So it was no surprise 
that students were disappointed 
when rehearsals were cut short and 
the highly anticipated event was 
cancelled due to COVID-19. 

However, the excitement returned 
when Principal, Fiona Johnston, 
announced on the very first episode 
of St Hilda’s TV that we would be 
rescheduling the event to Term 3. 

Despite disruption 
in the rehearsal 
process, our 
Junior and Senior 
School students 

did not disappoint when Arts Fest 
came around on 20 August. All the 
students looked amazing in their 
costumes and absolutely blew the 
audience away in the wide variety of 
performances. 

Although it was unfortunate we were 
unable to have parents on campus 
due to Phase 4 restrictions, we were 
pleased to provide a livestream link 
for the Senior School performances 
and recorded videos of the Junior 
School parade.

// ARTS FESTIVAL

THE STUDENTS COMPETED WITH 
FIERCE DETERMINATION, HOWEVER, 
IT WAS DE GREY WHO CAME OUT ON 
TOP AND TOOK HOME THE 2020 ARTS 
FESTIVAL TROPHY!
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The annual St Hilda’s Boarding Telethon Car Wash is always a fantastic 
morning for coming together to raise money for a good cause. Despite the 
hot 35 degree day, the students were in high spirits and there was a fantastic 
turnout from our community. 

THE GIRLS RAISED $1175 FOR TELETHON 
AND GIVEN IT WAS BETWEEN $10-15 PER 
CAR, THIS WAS AN INCREDIBLE EFFORT!

// CAR WASH FOR KIDS

// BIKES FOR BOARDERS

Thanks to funding from the Parents 
& Friends Association, our boarders 
were excited to receive six mountain 
bikes this semester to be used after 
school and on the weekends. 

With the Boarding House located 
between the Swan River and 
Cottesloe Beach, and close to 

Cottesloe Central Shopping 
Centre and Claremont, the bikes 
have already proved useful giving 
students more flexibility to get 
around. 

Purchased from Glen Parker Cycles 
in Nedlands, The Norco Storm 
Mountain bikes have wider wheels 

and hydraulic disc brakes meaning 
a smooth and safe ride for our 
students.

This is just one of many P&F funding 
request projects that are approved 
each year, with influence from staff 
and student voting.

Miling

Director of Senior School, Andrea 
McNally, Dean of Boarding, Rachel 
Stenslunde and Boarding Admissions 
Manager, Catriona Nixon visited Miling 
on 14 August, with the Seymour family 
hosting a lovely lunch at their home. 

York

On 28 August we hosted a lunch at the 
Imperial Homestead which had a great 
turn out. 

Carnarvon

We visited Carnarvon on 10 September 
and hosted an event at the Port Hotel 
with Scotch College.

Esperance

Along with staff from our brother school 
CCGS, St Hilda’s staff visited Esperance 
on 17 and 18 September. We held an 
event at Taylor Street Quarters and 
were warmly welcomed to Esperance 
by current parents, Old Scholars and 
prospective families.

Bunbury

On Thursday 15 October, Rachel 
Stenslune and Catriona Nixon held an 
event at the Bunbury Lighthouse Hotel 

Dunsborough

We enjoyed a coffee morning at Yarri on 
Friday 16 October

Margaret River

It was great catching up with our 
community at our wine and cheese 
evening at Vasse Felix on Friday 16 
October

// REGIONAL VISITS

It’s been a busy semester visiting Old Scholars, current parents and prospective 
families across Western Australia. Snapshot of our regional visits:
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COVID-19 was no match for our Senior 
School production students. Despite 
each new obstacle; online rehearsals, 
cancelled set and costumes, the 
possibility of a concert version, then 
a recorded only version and then a 
livestreamed only version, the students 
and staff members persisted. The whole 
team were thrilled when it was finally 
announced that they would be able to 
perform, under Phase 4 restrictions.

With both a matinee and evening 
performance on 25 July, the students did 
a magnificent job at bringing the high 
energy show, filled with colour and joy, to 
a live audience in such a short amount of 
time. The St Hilda’s community spirit really 

shone, with students, staff and parents 
coming together to help bring the show 
to life.

Thanks to the work of our PAC manager, 
Dave Spooner and the Media Club, the 
evening performance was recorded live 
for those unable to see it in person. Not 
only was it watched by audiences across 
Australia, but travelled as far as Surrey, 
South East England.

// THE LITTLE MERMAID

Under Under T HET HE Sea SeaUnder Under T HET HE Sea Sea
20
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Year 6 students were anchors aweigh 
when they took the audience on the 
journey of a lifetime for their production of 
Pirates of the Curry Bean. 

Young twins, Jack & Liza Periwinkle, are 
hungry for an adventure, so when they 
discover a real life treasure map, they are 
overjoyed. But the infamous Redbeard, 
and his pirates of the Curry Bean, steal 
the map and their mother, so the race to 

rescue her, retrieve the map and find the 
treasure is on!

Every Year 6 student participated in 
the production, sharing character 
roles throughout. The students had the 
opportunity to perform a preview to the 
Junior School, followed by an evening 
performance with family and friends. It was 
a wonderful night filled with great energy, 
talent and cohesiveness from the girls.

A SWASHBUCKLING 
PIRATE ADVENTURE!

// PIRATES OF THE CURRY BEAN
A
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// TRACKERS

// FUN AND FITNESS

Our Year 7 and 8 students transformed 
the JSPAC into a futuristic, dystopian 
world for their production of Trackers. 

Written by former St Hilda’s Head of 
Drama, Donna Hughes, Trackers is set in 
the near future, where society is under 
“algorithmic” control. After accidentally 
accessing hidden information, Sam, a 
gifted coder, is moved to “C Zone”, a 
place to ‘fix’ kids who don’t align. Sam 
needs to avoid a Brain Circuit Adjustment 
and will need the help of his new friends 
to do it. 

Not only was this the first Year 7 and 8 
production at St Hilda’s, but it was the 
world premiere of the show. 

The highly stylised costumes, multi-level 
moveable set pieces and impressive 
lighting design complemented the 
futuristic feel of the script. 

With a matinee and evening performance 
on 17 October, it was an exciting 
opportunity for the students, many of 
whom had their stage debut.

Kindy – Year 2 Fun Day

At the Athletics Fun Day on 18 September, our Kindy–Year 
2 students showcased their amazing skills learnt during 
PE over the year.

The wonderful event filled with running, jumping, hurdling 
and throwing encouraged the students to have fun with 
their classmates, try their best and enjoy being active. 

The Year 6 PE Committee and House Captains were 
there to help run stations for the students and build 
relationships across the age levels. 

Year 3-6 Field and Track Events Day

The Junior School Interhouse Field and Track Events  
took place over two days in Week 10, Term 3. 

The students ran, threw, and jumped with determination, 
with Blackwood House winning the overall trophy for 
both Athletic days. 

The highlight of the carnival however was not the results, 
but rather the sportsmanship, words of encouragement 
and celebration that was displayed amongst our Junior 
School students.

“A DEBUT OF AN EXCITING NEW WORK THAT I HOPE TO SEE ON STAGES AGAIN SOON, AS IT IS AN IDEAL PIECE FOR STUDENTS OF THAT AGE - 
AND QUITE PROBABLY THE BEST PRODUCTION FROM STUDENTS OF THAT AGE THAT I HAVE SEEN.” –  KIMBERLEY SHAW, STAGE WHISPERS 
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IGSSA SOFTBALL 
Year 9/10 B
Year 11 A

IGSSA WATER POLO 
OVERALL: 1ST
Year 7-9 A
Year 7-9 B
Year 7-9 C

IGSSA CROSS COUNTRY
Year 7
Year 9
Year 11/12

IGSSA ATHLETICS 
Year 7

IGSSA SOCCER 
Year 7/8 B
Year 7/8 C

IGSSA BASKETBALL 
Year 7/8 E

2019/20

Pennant Winning Teams

IGSSA

24s club

Year 12

Mikki Davies 24 sports
Kate Edwards 24 sports
Athene Douglass 25 sports
Lily Ball 26 sports
Holly Mellor 26 sports
Nadia Pereira 26 sports
Olivia Longmire 27 sports

Year 11 

Abbey Cooke 24 sports
MacKenzie Thompson 24 sports
Zoe Boyd 25 sports
Sophie Main 26 sports
Isabelle Clark 27 sports

Year 10

Annabelle Barrie 24 sports
Cassidy Young 24 sports

30s club

Year 12

Sienna McDonald 33 sports 

Year 11 

Daisy Hewitt 31 sports

2020

State Representatives 

Year 7

Anna Colgan Athletics 

Year 8

Brodie Rowand Swimming 

Year 9

Tilly Banfield Hockey 
Charlotte Bass Swimming
Jessie Culley Tennis
Jess Freedman Hockey 
Aimee Irvine Hockey 

Year 10

Jessica-Monique Bojanjac Calisthenics 
Bridie Garlick Cross Country 
Tilly Wittenoom Swimming

Year 11

Mia Lovelady Sailing

Year 12

Neli DeSilva Athletics 
Keana Hall Rowing 
Eloise Young Rowing

2020 Australia 

National Representatives 

Year 9

Jessie Culley Tennis

Year 11

Mia Lovelady Sailing

2020

Australian Olympic 
Change-Maker Award

This award recognizes and rewards 
students who are demonstrating the 
Olympic spirit through leadership and 
driving change in their communities.

Sienna McDonald Year 12
Iman Kaplanian Year 12

// SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS
The JIGSSA Cross Country carnival at 
Alderbury Reserve on 8 September saw 
our fastest Year 3-6 long distance runners 
take on the other schools in what was a 
fantastic event. 

Although there was no overall winner, our 

Year 3s and 6s dominated the field and 
won their year group pennants. 

There were also a few individual stand outs, 
with Chloe Wood in Year 3 placing 1st in 
her race, and Imogen Glew and Scarlett 
Whyte in Year 6 coming in 1st and 2nd.

// JIGSSA CROSS COUNTRY
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// ST HILDA’S DAY
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Late last year, Year 6 student Ellen decided 
she would donate $140 of her own money to 
assemble 10 toiletry bags for women needing 
to enter refuge at short notice. She delivered 
these to the ladies at Soroptimist International 
on the Terrace, a club founded by Ellen’s 
Great-Grandmother over 60 years ago. 

Ellen’s work was 
noticed by the 
Senior School 
Textiles Committee 
and our Junior 
School teacher 
Karen Donnelly’s 
Book Club. 

In Term 3, Ellen donated another $140 of her 
own money and was able, along with generous 
donations from the Textile Committee and Mrs 
Donnelly and her friends, to assemble another 
batch of 28 bags that were delivered by Ellen 
in August. 

It is stories like this that demonstrate the 
generosity of our St Hilda’s community, and we 
congratulate Ellen, the Textiles Committee and 
Mrs Donnelly for going above and beyond for 
a meaningful cause. The St Hilda’s spirit really 
is like no other!

The beginning of Term 3 saw 
26 Year 12 students bravely 
cut and shave their hair for 
the World’s Greatest Shave. In 
the first whole Senior School 
assembly since Term 1, the 
students each spoke to the 
girls about their reason for 
taking part in the event. 

As a group, the girls 
raised over $19,000 for the 
Leukaemia Foundation.

Year 12 student Kiara, who 
decided to shave all her hair, 
explained to the students that 
she’d like to, “show people 
that being bald is nothing 
that we should be afraid or 
ashamed of, just own it.” 

Other students throughout 
the Senior School supported 
the girls by participating in 
crazy hair day and purchasing 
hot food and baked goods to 
help fundraise for the cause.

There was a sea of different coloured 
uniforms at the Year 7 Orientation Day 
on 11 September. The Year 7 Orientation 
Day is the perfect opportunity for 
the incoming students to meet, form 
friendships, meet important staff 
members within the School and most 
importantly, to get a small glimpse into 
the life of a St Hilda’s Senior School 
student. 

The girls had a fun filled day with many 
activities, starting with an introduction 
in the JSPAC from Director of Senior 
School, Andrea McNally. Students were 
then split into groups and throughout 

the day took part in sporting activities, 
science experiments, a music 
presentation; showcasing the new Year 7 
Class Band Program for 2021, wellbeing 
exercises, a Q&A panel with older 
students and a Boarding House Tour.

The highlight of the day however was 
the Clubs and Committee Fair. A first 
for St Hilda’s, our Senior School Clubs 
and Committee members set up stalls 
in the Great Court at lunch to show our 
incoming Year 7 cohort what is on offer in 
terms of cocurricular options.

Ranging from musical performances to 
cake decorating, the Great Court was 

flooded with students and activities. New 
students had the opportunity to meet 
older students, find out what Clubs and 
Committees were of interest to them and 
learn about what they do on a term by 
term basis. 

Clubs and Committees are a fundamental 
aspect of the school that help contribute 
to the St Hilda’s Spirit. They encourage 
students to pursue their hobbies, step 
out of their comfort zone, engage with 
the school outside of the classroom and 
work collaboratively to achieve goals. 

It was great to welcome familiar faces 
from our junior school, along with 
students from many other schools across 
Perth, and Western Australia.

// YEAR 7 ORIENTATION DAY // COMMUNITY SERVICE

The Year 7 Orientation Day is important in ensuring the students are feeling 

confident and excited to begin their journey at the St Hilda’s Senior School.

WORLD’S 
GREATEST 
SHAVE

ELLEN’S INITIATIVE
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// BOOK WEEK
//  OUR PARENTS 

AND FRIENDS
Volunteers are the backbone of our 
School and we would like to thank the 
P&F, Year Group Coordinators and other 
volunteers for their unwavering support 
throughout the year.

If it wasn’t for this group of tireless 
workers we could not hold the events we 
enjoy and often take for granted.

A big shout out to those behind the 
scenes for; Year 7 Quiz Night, Year 10 
Silent Disco, Year 11 Dance, Parent Mixer, 
Arts Festival and the World Teachers Day 
morning tea.

But most importantly thanks to the mums 
and dads, grandparents and other valued 
supporters who cheered on the side of a 
field, picked up and dropped off, made 
lunches, washed uniforms, helped with 
our special projects and supported our 
students through a tumultuous year.

A big shout out to 

those who work 

tirelessly behind 

the scenes so 

that we can hold 

the memorable 

events that are 

enjoyed by many.
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// OSA ART EXHIBITION
The annual OSA Art Exhibition was held over three days in November at the  
Joy Shepherd Performing Arts Centre. The works on display included sculptures, paintings, 
ceramics and glass from over 20 artists. The opening night was a huge success with over 150 
people in attendance and the event raised over $17,000 for future OSA Scholarships.

This year has been challenging 
for many, both around the world 
and within our community. We 
have been fortunate in Western 
Australia that over the last 
few months’ restrictions have 
eased and we have been able 
to hold some of our annual 
events and reunions to ensure, 
where possible, our community 
remains connected and these 
traditions are kept.

At the OSA 70+ morning tea 
we welcomed the class of 1967, 
it was great to see so many 
attend and for some this was 
their first outing in quite some 
time. Other events held in the 
latter part of this year include; 
the OSA ‘Women in Diplomacy 
and Foreign Affairs’ Networking 
event,  CIGS Golf Day and 
Heritage Centre launch to name 
just a few.

Without the Bazaar taking place 
this year, The OSA Art Exhibition 
provided the much needed 
boost to our fundraising for 
2020. Spanning over three 
levels of the Joy Shepherd 
Performing Arts Centre, the 
works of 20 artists were on 
display with the number of 

visitors attending exceeding 
our expectations. A large 
number of artworks were sold 
with a percentage of profits 
being used to fund future OSA 
Scholarships.

Finally, congratulations 
to 2020 OSA Year 11/12 
Ammonite Scholarship winner, 
Molly Chalmers, daughter 
of Katrina Chalmers (Black 
’85) and granddaughter of 
Elizabeth Black (Cater ’61 
and OSA President ’89 – ’92). 
Congratulations also to Megan 
Baxter (2014) who was the 
winner of the 2020 OSA Career 
Development Award. Megan 
is currently in 
her third year 
of a Doctor 
of Medicine 
degree at 
Griffith University 
on the Gold 
Coast.

I wish you all 
a safe and 
peaceful festive 
season and look 
forward to what 
next year will 
bring.

// OSA UPDATE

Treffina Dowland,  
President of the GHS & St Hilda’s 

Old Scholars’ Association. 
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// HERITAGE CENTRE

History is more than simple chronological 
milestones, it is the shared memories and 
experiences behind these dates that 
create the legacy that lives on today. 

In Term 4 we launched our Heritage 
Centre campaign, designed to raise 
funds to create a unique tribute to St 
Hilda’s 125 year history. Our artefacts 
and collectibles currently have no home. 
They have been painstakingly preserved, 
with thousands of images digitised and 
catalogued. However, we plan to create 

a space that celebrates and showcases 
our history, making it available to our 
students both past, present and future.

Recognising our history, and those 
who contributed to the making of this 
outstanding educational intuition, is vital 
in this everchanging world. The intention 
is to refurbish Hope Nicholas House, 
the original homestead, and create an 
interactive museum that is a special place 
for our community. 

Recognising our history 

and those who 

contributed to the making of 

this outstanding educational 

institution is vital 

in this everchanging world.

HERITAGE 
CENTRE

A thletics  
Carnival 
      1934

Swimming 
    Carnival 
      2019

GROUND FLOOR
0

CEILING
3680

TOUCH SCREEN FIXED GLASS FRAME FIXED GLASS FRAME FIXED GLASS FRAME

DWR

DWR

DWR

DWR

DWR

DWR

GROUND FLOOR
0

CEILING
3680

GROUND FLOOR
0

CEILING
3680

FIXED GLASS FRAME

DWR

DWR

GROUND FLOOR
0

CEILING
3680

0 2.5m1:100

PRELIMINARY
NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION - UNCONTROLLED COPY

PROJ. No.

DRAWING No.

SCALE DATE PRINTED

608-610 Stirling Hwy, Mosman Park WA 6012
T +61 0450 349 482
stefano@stefanobussidesign.com
www.stefanobussidesign.com.au

REV No.APPROVED

CHECKED

DRAWN DESIGNED

PRINCIPAL

REDUCTION

© Stefano Bussi Design - Reproduction of the whole or part of this document constitutes an infringement of 
copyright. The information, ideas and concepts contained in this document are confidential. The recipient(s) 

of this document is/are prohibited from disclosing such information, ideas and concepts to any person 
without prior written consent of the copyright holder.

DISCLAIMERS:

THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS DOCUMENT IS COPYRIGHT AND MAY NOT BE USED OR 
REPRODUCED FOR ANY OTHER PROJECT OR PURPOSE.

DO NOT SCALE DRAWINGS. WRITTEN DIMENSIONS GOVERN.

ALL DIMENSIONS ARE IN MILLIMETRES UNLESS NOTED OTHERWISE.

ALL DIMENSIONS SHALL BE VERIFIED ON SITE BEFORE PROCEEDING WITH THE WORK. RELEVANT PARTY 
SHALL BE NOTIFIED IN WRITING OF ANY DISCREPANCIES.

THIS DRAWING MUST BE READ IN CONJUNCTION WITH ALL RELEVANT CONTRACTS, SPECIFICATIONS, 
REPORTS AND DRAWINGS.

THE DRAWINGS SHALL NOT BE USED FOR CONSTRUCTION UNLESS ENDORSED 'FOR CONSTRUCTION' 
AND AUTHORISED FOR ISSUE.

STEFANO BUSSI DESIGN

1 : 50@ A1 14/09/2020 4:29:59 PM

G:\STEFANO BUSSI DESIGN\0011 Saint Hilda\01_Drawings & Deliverables\1.02_Revit and CAD files\1.02.06
Central Model\SHHM_CENTRAL MODEL.rvt

1

0011

A103

ROOMS ELEVATIONS

26 Bay View Terrace, Mosman Park WA 6012
BUILDING REFURBISHMENT

ST. HILDA'S ANGLICAN SCHOOL FOR GIRLS

Author

Checker

Approver
SB

Designer

HOPE NICHOLAS HOUSE

1 : 50
GALLERY_NORTH ELEVATION

1 1 : 50
GALLERY_EAST ELEVATION

2

1 : 50
GALLERY_SOUTH ELEVATION

41 : 50
GALLERY_WEST ELEVATION

3

GALLERY VIEW 1
5

GALLERY VIEW 2
6

SHOWCASE S1
7

SHOWCASE S3
9

SHOWCASE S2
8

No. Date Revision / Issued To By
1 05.08.2020 Concept Design Review

GROUND FLOOR
0

CEILING
3680

TOUCH SCREEN FIXED GLASS FRAME FIXED GLASS FRAME FIXED GLASS FRAME

DWR

DWR

DWR

DWR

DWR

DWR

GROUND FLOOR
0

CEILING
3680

GROUND FLOOR
0

CEILING
3680

FIXED GLASS FRAME

DWR

DWR

GROUND FLOOR
0

CEILING
3680

0 2.5m1:100

PRELIMINARY
NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION - UNCONTROLLED COPY

PROJ. No.

DRAWING No.

SCALE DATE PRINTED

608-610 Stirling Hwy, Mosman Park WA 6012
T +61 0450 349 482
stefano@stefanobussidesign.com
www.stefanobussidesign.com.au

REV No.APPROVED

CHECKED

DRAWN DESIGNED

PRINCIPAL

REDUCTION

© Stefano Bussi Design - Reproduction of the whole or part of this document constitutes an infringement of 
copyright. The information, ideas and concepts contained in this document are confidential. The recipient(s) 

of this document is/are prohibited from disclosing such information, ideas and concepts to any person 
without prior written consent of the copyright holder.

DISCLAIMERS:

THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS DOCUMENT IS COPYRIGHT AND MAY NOT BE USED OR 
REPRODUCED FOR ANY OTHER PROJECT OR PURPOSE.

DO NOT SCALE DRAWINGS. WRITTEN DIMENSIONS GOVERN.

ALL DIMENSIONS ARE IN MILLIMETRES UNLESS NOTED OTHERWISE.

ALL DIMENSIONS SHALL BE VERIFIED ON SITE BEFORE PROCEEDING WITH THE WORK. RELEVANT PARTY 
SHALL BE NOTIFIED IN WRITING OF ANY DISCREPANCIES.

THIS DRAWING MUST BE READ IN CONJUNCTION WITH ALL RELEVANT CONTRACTS, SPECIFICATIONS, 
REPORTS AND DRAWINGS.

THE DRAWINGS SHALL NOT BE USED FOR CONSTRUCTION UNLESS ENDORSED 'FOR CONSTRUCTION' 
AND AUTHORISED FOR ISSUE.

STEFANO BUSSI DESIGN

1 : 50@ A1 14/09/2020 4:29:59 PM

G:\STEFANO BUSSI DESIGN\0011 Saint Hilda\01_Drawings & Deliverables\1.02_Revit and CAD files\1.02.06
Central Model\SHHM_CENTRAL MODEL.rvt

1

0011

A103

ROOMS ELEVATIONS

26 Bay View Terrace, Mosman Park WA 6012
BUILDING REFURBISHMENT

ST. HILDA'S ANGLICAN SCHOOL FOR GIRLS

Author

Checker

Approver
SB

Designer

HOPE NICHOLAS HOUSE

1 : 50
GALLERY_NORTH ELEVATION

1 1 : 50
GALLERY_EAST ELEVATION

2

1 : 50
GALLERY_SOUTH ELEVATION

41 : 50
GALLERY_WEST ELEVATION

3

GALLERY VIEW 1
5

GALLERY VIEW 2
6

SHOWCASE S1
7

SHOWCASE S3
9

SHOWCASE S2
8

No. Date Revision / Issued To By
1 05.08.2020 Concept Design Review

GROUND FLOOR
0

CEILING
3680

GROUND FLOOR
0

CEILING
3680

FIXED GLASS FRAME FIXED GLASS FRAME

GROUND FLOOR
0

CEILING
3680

DWR

DWR

GROUND FLOOR
0

CEILING
3680

DWR

DWR

DWR

DWR

0 2.5m1:100

PRELIMINARY
NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION - UNCONTROLLED COPY

PROJ. No.

DRAWING No.

SCALE DATE PRINTED

608-610 Stirling Hwy, Mosman Park WA 6012
T +61 0450 349 482
stefano@stefanobussidesign.com
www.stefanobussidesign.com.au

REV No.APPROVED

CHECKED

DRAWN DESIGNED

PRINCIPAL

REDUCTION

© Stefano Bussi Design - Reproduction of the whole or part of this document constitutes an infringement of 
copyright. The information, ideas and concepts contained in this document are confidential. The recipient(s) 

of this document is/are prohibited from disclosing such information, ideas and concepts to any person 
without prior written consent of the copyright holder.

DISCLAIMERS:

THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS DOCUMENT IS COPYRIGHT AND MAY NOT BE USED OR 
REPRODUCED FOR ANY OTHER PROJECT OR PURPOSE.

DO NOT SCALE DRAWINGS. WRITTEN DIMENSIONS GOVERN.

ALL DIMENSIONS ARE IN MILLIMETRES UNLESS NOTED OTHERWISE.

ALL DIMENSIONS SHALL BE VERIFIED ON SITE BEFORE PROCEEDING WITH THE WORK. RELEVANT PARTY 
SHALL BE NOTIFIED IN WRITING OF ANY DISCREPANCIES.

THIS DRAWING MUST BE READ IN CONJUNCTION WITH ALL RELEVANT CONTRACTS, SPECIFICATIONS, 
REPORTS AND DRAWINGS.

THE DRAWINGS SHALL NOT BE USED FOR CONSTRUCTION UNLESS ENDORSED 'FOR CONSTRUCTION' 
AND AUTHORISED FOR ISSUE.

STEFANO BUSSI DESIGN

1 : 50@ A1 14/09/2020 4:30:04 PM

G:\STEFANO BUSSI DESIGN\0011 Saint Hilda\01_Drawings & Deliverables\1.02_Revit and CAD files\1.02.06
Central Model\SHHM_CENTRAL MODEL.rvt

2

0011

A104

ROOMS ELEVATIONS

26 Bay View Terrace, Mosman Park WA 6012
BUILDING REFURBISHMENT

ST. HILDA'S ANGLICAN SCHOOL FOR GIRLS

Author

Checker

Approver
SB

Designer

HOPE NICHOLAS HOUSE

1 : 50
HALL_NORTH ELEVATION

1

1 : 50
HALL_SOUTH ELEVATION

2

1 : 50
SITTING ROOM_SOUTH ELEVATION

3

SITTING ROOM VIEW
4

CORRIDOR VIEW 1
5

No. Date Revision / Issued To By
1 05.08.2020 Concept Design Review
2 20.08.2020 Concept Design Review

1 : 50
SITTING ROOM_NORTH ELEVATION

6

St Hilda stheLegacy of,
Preserving

It’s a wonderful way to celebrate 

the school’s 125th anniversary next 

year and bring our history to life. 
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IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT THIS CAMPAIGN, PLEASE VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE TO MAKE AN ONLINE DONATION. THERE YOU’LL FIND MORE 
INFORMATION ABOUT THE PROJECT AND HOW YOU CAN BE INVOLVED.
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The OSA Career Development Award 
recognises the value of women who are 
independently making their mark on the 
world and reflecting the spirit of a pioneering 
St Hilda’s woman. 

Open to all financial members of the OSA, 
the purpose of the scholarship is for travel, 
study and professional development, in order 
to observe, learn from and contribute to 
different cultures and communities. 

The OSA was pleased to announce Megan 
Baxter (‘14) as the 2020 OSA Career 
Development Award recipient. 

Megan attended St Hilda’s from 2005 - 
2014 and is currently in her third year of 
a Doctor of Medicine degree at Griffith 
University, on the Gold Coast. As part of 
her final year placement she has been 
selected by the University of Cambridge in 
the UK to complete a six week elective. This 
scholarship will assist her to travel overseas 
to complete the elective at Addenbrooke 
Hospital in Cambridge in 2021. 

We wish Megan all the best in her future 
career endeavours.

The 70+ Morning Tea is a highly 
anticipated event for our Old Scholars. 
It’s a time to catch up with old school 
friends, hear exciting updates about the 
school and reflect on past experiences 
during their time as St Hilda’s students. 
We were very grateful to bring our Old 
Scholars together after many postponed 
events due to COVID-19 restrictions.  

OSA President, Treffina Dowland, and 
Principal, Fiona Johnston, welcomed 
everyone into the School Hall where 
younger OSA members waited on the 
guests serving tea, coffee and slices 
made by the Year 11 Food Technology 
students.

Kellie Hasluck, Director of School 
Development and Philanthropy, officially 
launched the fundraising campaign 
for the St Hilda’s Heritage Centre and 
refurbishment of Hope Nicholas House. 

Sandra Naude, Head of Library, and  
St Hilda’s oracle when it comes to 
archived facts, photographs and 
preserved artefacts, prepared a 
powerpoint presentation of photographs 
from the era featuring our visitors.

We were honoured to welcome back Ron 
Jones, husband of former Principal June 
Jones, accompanied by his youngest 
daughter, Alex Jones.

The 55th annual Combined Independent 
Girls School Golf Day was held at Lake 
Karrinyup Country Club on Monday 21 
September.

There was a larger field than usual, with 148 
ladies participating. The 24 participants 
from St Hilda’s were represented by Old 
Scholars from 1954 through to 1979. 

With St Hilda’s acting as host school, 
Principal Fiona Johnston, and OSA 
President, Treffina Dowland, attended the 
lunch and presented the shield and prizes.  
The winning school for 2020 was Penrhos/
Kobeelya. The runner-up school was Perth 
College, followed by PLC, MLC, St Hilda’s, 
St Mary’s, Loreto and Iona. 

The event has been running for 54 years. 
Its origins come from the Pleiades Club, 
which was formed 88 years ago as an 
avenue for ex-students from the seven 
private schools to meet: Loreto, MLC, 
PLC, Perth College, St Hilda’s, St Mary’s 
and Kobeelya and later Penrhos. In 1964 
a golf day was held at Chidley Point Golf 
Club (now Mosman Park) and it was such 
a success that it became the annual 
Combined Independent Girls Schools 
Golf Day. Iona joined in 1988 and we hope 
to include Santa Maria next year.

//  CIGS GOLF DAY

St Hilda’s top two pairs were Valerie 
Lapinski and Susan McGill; and Mary 
Townsend and Vicki Gill. 

A
M

M
O

N
ITE 20

20

39

//  CAREER 
DEVELOPMENT 
AWARD 

// LIFELONG FRIENDS



Contact Us
POSTAL PO Box 34, Mosman Park, WA 6912 
PHONE 08 9285 4100 
EMAIL sthildas@sthildas.wa.edu.au
WEB www.sthildas.wa.edu.au

CRICOS Provider Code 00452E

ST HILDA’S ANGLICAN SCHOOL FOR GIRLS

BAY VIEW CAMPUS Bay View Terrace, Mosman Park 
CHIDLEY CAMPUS McCabe Street, Mosman Park 
YEAGARUP CAMPUS Roberts Road, Pemberton

Stay up to date by following us on these platforms 
 
Facebook www.facebook.com/sthildaswa    /sthildasosa
Instagram www.instagram.com/st_hildagram    /sthildas_principal    /st.hildasosa
LinkedIn www.linkedin.com/school/st-hilda’s-anglican-school-for-girls


